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distrust and suspicion in which a large section of our co-religionists
were forking, and they began to realize that, whatever might
be the attitude of the British Cabinet, Your Excellency's Govern-
ment had wholeheartedly undertaken to champion our cause.
We realize that the disappearance of Mr. Montagu from Whitehall
must have thrown the whole burden on Your Excellency and
your Government. It is most fortunate that India had, at- this
critical time, as the head of the Government a statesman of
Your Excellency's sympathetic imagination, strong will and
wide experience. The chequered course of events at Lausanne
has at times been the cause of great anxiety, but we have reason
'to believe that during all this period of high tension Your
Excellency's Government has never relaxed its efforts.

Your Excellency is aware of the high respect and admiration
which the Moslem world entertains for Ghazi Mustafa Kemal
Pasha, whose wonderful genius has brought a glorious victory
to the Turkish arms, but if there is one lesson to be taken from
history more than another it is that military victory, unless
followed by true statesmanship, snatches away from the hand
of the victor the fruit of the victory. We rejoice to think
that the Turkish hero combines in himself the qualities of a
great general and of a true statesman in a remarkable degree.
The attitude of the Turkish Government under his guidance
encourages us to hope that Turkey and Britain, who, for reasons
into which it is unnecessary to enter on this joyous occasion,
have not been on friendly terms for some years, will realize the
mutual advantages of the friendly understanding ripening into
an Anglo-Turkish entente. The two nations have nothing to
gain by harbouring distrust or raising difficulties in the way of
each other. The interest of England lies in befriending the
Moslem countries, foremost among which stands the rejuvenated
Turkey, Afghanistan, and Persia. We are confident England
will ensure not only the peace of Asia, but will also secure the
blessing of peace to the rest of the world.

The text of the Treaty is not available yet. Even if we knew
its terms in full we should be extremely reluctant on an occasion
so auspicious as this to raise the voice of criticism or to strike
a discordant note. There is, however, one matter affecting
purely the religious beliefs of our community which we feel we
should not be doing our duty in passing over. It is the question
of control over the Jezairat-ul-Arab, as defined by the Moslem
divines. Our co-religionists have been following with the closest
interest the attitude of England towards that question. The